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1. Introduction

1.1. Contents

This report provides a quick flood insight into the events between Aug 11, 2026 @ 22:00 and Aug 19,

2026 @ 07:31. It is based on the FloodTags dataset of 218 social media and news posts collected,

drawn from twitter in . The dataset captured 218 posts on twitter by national and international news

outlets covering the event. We used ChatGPT (OpenAI) to assist with the information extraction and

with the generation of the report.

You will find information on:

– The causes of the floods, including the hydrological situation and the performance of protective

and discharging infrastructure.

– The impact of the floods, including the flooded locations and disrupted services.

– Links to the original media content, in the form of clickable 218 references.

The purpose of the report is to help flood experts rapidly evaluate this flood event. By reviewing its

contents, they can quickly understand the flood's characteristics and ask pertinent questions during

analysis and interviews. However, a complete flood assessment requires experts to go beyond media

reports, conducting broader research and on-site inspections.

1.2. Limitations

It is important to realise that the data in this report may contain errors:

– Automated processing. This report is produced using automated processing steps and has not

been manually validated in full. Individual facts have not been systematically verified against each

referenced source.

– Media data quality. Media data itself may contain false, misleading, incomplete, or unverified

information. Results should therefore be cross-checked with other information sources before

being relied upon for operational, financial, or decision-making purposes.

– Completeness. We have tried to be complete. But despite our efforts, there can be relevant media

content on the flood event that we might have missed.

1.3. More information

If you would like to see an overview of media posts for None, you can request FloodTags for login

credentials to their software. Send an email to info@floodtags.com and refer to this report.

2. Summary

Severe storms and flash flooding across the U.S. Midwest and Appalachia have caused multiple

deaths, water rescues, widespread residential and infrastructure damage, major power outages, road

and bridge washouts, and prompted evacuations, shelter openings and relief operations. Affected

areas span many states and communities — including eastern Kentucky; Ohio (Perry County,

Roseville, Crooksville, Columbus, Cincinnati, Athens County); Indiana (statewide with heavy impacts

in Hamilton County/Hazel Dell Parkway, Marion/Indianapolis, Wayne, Delaware and others); West

Virginia (Fayette, Kanawha, Lewis and surrounding counties); Illinois (Chicago metro, McLean County,

Champaign, Vermilion, Pekin, Paxton and nearby towns); Pennsylvania (Clarion, Jefferson, Venango,

Somerset); and additional impacts in Tennessee and Iowa.

3. Mentioned Impacts of the Event
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3.1. Kentucky

Severe storms and flash flooding in eastern Kentucky have prompted swift-water rescues and road

closures — notably in Wolfe County where two people were rescued after a vehicle was swept away

and Highway 11 near the Middle Fork of the Red River was impacted — and forced temporary

business closures such as a Family Dollar and standing water reported at a Kroger in Stanton. Schools

in Knott and Floyd counties were canceled, residents in Breathitt, Jackson and Estill counties were

urged to shelter, and power outages were reported across Kentucky as part of broader multi-state

outage totals.

3.2. Roseville

Severe flooding has prompted damage assessments and cleanup in Roseville and nearby Crooksville,

with homes and vehicles affected and ongoing inspections of infrastructure to identify damaged

roadways and jammed bridges, including the First Street bridge which remains closed. Relief

operations have been relocated to Roseville Middle School and a local distribution hub moved to 76

W. Athens Road; donations are being collected via a United Way flood relief fund and at local sites

such as the Lutheran Church across from the village hall, with county EMA and Ohio Army National

Guard personnel supporting recovery efforts.

3.3. Indiana County

Severe storms—including tornadoes and flash flooding—have struck parts of the U.S. Midwest,

particularly Indiana, causing fatalities and widespread damage. Officials have requested a

presidential emergency declaration to obtain federal assistance and are urging residents to report

storm damage so communities can access state and federal disaster relief.

3.4. West Virginia

Severe flash flooding across many West Virginia counties has caused widespread residential and

infrastructure damage, forcing water rescues, school closures and relocations, road and bridge

washouts, rail and power outages, and prompting state and county emergency declarations. 

Affected locations include Fayette County (Pax, Mount Hope, the Fayette County Animal Shelter,

New River Gorge National Park), Kanawha County (multiple schools and Charleston-area impacts),

Lewis County (Robert L. Bland Middle School with students moved to WVU Jackson’s Mill), plus

Harrison, Raleigh, Randolph, Barbour and other communities and key corridors such as the West

Virginia Turnpike, U.S. Route 60 and CSX tracks between Pratt and Montgomery.

3.5. Illinois

Severe storms have caused widespread wind and flood damage across Illinois, producing flash

flooding, downed trees and power lines, overwhelmed sewer systems, road and interstate closures,

canceled flights, property damage and at least one fatality with search efforts under way. Impacted

areas span the Chicago metro and Cook County (including airport disruptions and outages), and large

parts of central and eastcentral Illinois — notably McLean County and Bloomington, Pekin,

Champaign County, Vermilion County (Tilton, Thomasboro, I74 closures), Paxton, Gibson City and

nearby communities.

3.6. Indiana

Severe flooding across much of Indiana has washed out roads and bridges, flooded neighborhoods,

parks, campgrounds, libraries and schools, forced evacuations and sheltering, and damaged critical

infrastructure — with notable impacts in Marion/Indianapolis, Hamilton County (including the Hazel

Dell Parkway bridge), Wayne County/Centerville (I70 washout), New Castle, Madison County,

Bartholomew County, Delaware County, Jennings County, Carmel (sewer risk and assistedliving
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relocations), northwest Indiana (including Hammond), and communities along the White and

Whitewater rivers. Federal and state emergency and disaster assistance has been authorized for

dozens of counties, while local governments, utilities, nonprofits and charities are coordinating

repairs, power restoration, temporary housing, sandbag and donation distribution, and longerterm

recovery funds.

3.7. Crooksville

Severe flash flooding has inundated parts of Perry County—most notably Crooksville and nearby

Roseville—damaging homes, businesses, public parks and facilities (including the Village Green

Apartments) and key roadways and bridges such as W. Athens Road and a bridge on Rose Hill Road.

Response and recovery operations are underway: schools and the Crooksville Volunteer Fire

Department have served as shelters/command posts, donation dropoff sites were established at St.

Paul’s Lutheran Church and Gobel Hardware, the Crooksville Recreation Center has been replaced as

the primary relief hub, and crews are assessing and repairing bridges, culverts, utilities and debris.

3.8. Midwest

Severe storms and flooding have caused multiple deaths and injuries and produced widespread

damage to roads, bridges, utilities, and buildings, resulting in major power outages, halted flights,

stalled vehicles and water rescues, and activation of emergency shelters. Impacts are concentrated

across the U.S. Midwest and Appalachia — notably Indiana (including Geneva and Yorktown), Ohio

(Columbus, Roseville, a prison complex southwest of Cleveland, and Athens County), and parts of

Illinois, Kentucky and West Virginia; the Hazel Dell Parkway bridge is under evaluation and a

Yorktown library reported flood damage.

3.9. City of Cincinnati

Severe storms caused widespread structural damage, downed trees and power lines across Cincinnati

and nearby Butler County, producing outages and ongoing cleanup and repair work while rain

complicates restoration efforts. Public services were disrupted: tournament grounds in Cincinnati

were closed and play rained out, and emergency shelters including the Hartwell Recreation Center

were opened to assist affected residents.

3.10. Hazel Dell

Flooding has undermined the Hazel Dell Parkway bridge over the White River in Hamilton

County/Carmel, Indiana, washing away material behind a bridge abutment and prompting authorities

to prohibit travel on the river. Response crews are managing impacts and conducting engineering

assessments to determine whether the bridge can be repaired or requires a designbuild

replacement.

3.11. Delaware County

Catastrophic flooding is prompting multiple evacuations and has generated hundreds of damage

reports across the county. Local responders rescued three people from flooding on the Mississinewa

River, while one young adult remains missing.

3.12. Tennessee

Heavy storms and rainfall have caused flooding, roadway inundations and scattered power outages

across parts of Middle and East Tennessee, displacing at least one family in the Middle

Tennessee/Davidson County area and triggering utility repair efforts. Reports and advisories affect

communities including Church Hill and Riceville and counties such as Carter, Sullivan, Unicoi and

Washington, with broader East Tennessee locations also experiencing impacts.

3.13. Iowa
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Heavy storms and rainfall have produced street flooding, road closures and reduced visibility from

strong winds—impacting secondary roads in Louisa County (including 50th St between Q Avenue and

X37 and M Avenue) and Washington Municipal Airport. Emergency responders in Benton County

assisted in rescuing a boater from the Cedar River after an overturn, and scheduled activities at the

Field of Dreams site in Dyersville may be affected.

3.14. Cleveland

In Cleveland, a homeowner says a city-owned tree caused a sewage flood that damaged and required

sanitization of her basement, and she is seeking the city to cover about $15,000 in repairs;

storm-related infrastructure damage — including downed power lines and broken utility poles — has

also been reported across the Cleveland area. Separately, lightning struck a prison complex

southwest of Cleveland, injuring sixteen incarcerated people with several hospitalized (four

remaining in hospital and at least one described as severely injured), and Holy Rosary Church is

planning a solemn Mass and neighborhood procession during a dry window.

3.15. Columbus

Severe storms caused widespread damage and power outages in Columbus, with reports of wind

damage to buildings and roofs, downed trees and power lines, and ongoing cleanup and utility

restoration by crews and first responders. Nearby Upper Arlington also experienced storm impacts

that led to school cancellations and disrupted morning activities.

3.16. Portage County

Severe weather across the U.S. Midwest — including tornadoes and flash flooding — has caused

deaths, property and infrastructure damage and forced numerous water rescues. Flooded roads,

road closures, damaged power lines and outages have been reported across multiple Midwestern

states and counties; none of the cited sources specify impacts within Portage County.

3.17. Athens County

Severe flooding in Athens County has forced water into homes, stranded vehicles and prompted

nearly 300 911 calls, including dozens about cars caught in floodwaters. Flooded roads have hindered

first responders and strained local emergency dispatch and rescue operations.

3.18. Whitewater

Flooding along the Whitewater River has displaced residents and prompted evacuations. Emergency

shelters have been set up for those affected at 505 Bielby Road (Lawrenceburg), Metamora Church of

God and the Metamora Community Center, Schilling Center, and Laurel Community Center.

3.19. Pennsylvania

Severe flash flooding in western Pennsylvania has produced numerous water rescues and

overwhelmed local emergency services, submerging streets and causing travel disruptions. Impacted

locations include Clarion, Jefferson (including Reynoldsville), Venango and Somerset counties, with

specific impacts on U.S. Route 322 and Old Route 8, halted CSX rail traffic, and flooding at Yough Park

in Connellsville.

3.20. Butler County

Hundreds of thousands of people across the Great Miami River watershed, including Butler County,

are being impacted by flooding; parks have been closed and dams activated to protect against rising

waters. Local authorities are warning residents in floodprone and warned areas that flooding is

imminent or occurring and to take precautions.

3.21. Perry County
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Flash flooding has inundated communities in Perry County—including Roseville, Crooksville, and New

Lexington—displacing hundreds of residents, prompting evacuations and water rescues, and

contributing to at least one death when flooded roads prevented first responders from reaching a

resident. Thousands of donated relief items were ruined but later replaced, and the Ohio National

Guard was activated to assist recovery efforts that also affect nearby Muskingum County.
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